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EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS:
For background related to Census Day, April 1, you may find useful the following 
information furnished by Dr. Albert H. Yee, dean of the School of Education at 
the University of Montana, who serves on a federal advisory committee to the U.S.
Bureau of the Census.
As the beginning day for the 1980 Census draws near, Albert H. Yee, dean,
School of Education at the University of Montana, looks back over four years of 
work as chairperson and member of a federal advisory committee to the U.S. Bureau
t
of the Census. In 1976, Dean Yee was appointed by Eliot Richardson, Commerce
{
Department Secretary, and to another term by his replacement, Juanita Kreps, in 1978. 
First established by the U.S. Constitution for the purpose of Congressional reappoint­
ment and assessing populational growth, the decennial census and the bureau have 
grown into extensive proportions.
Reliance upon census data at the national, state and local levels makes it 
extremely important that there be as close to a perfect count as possible. At 
least $50 billion in revenue sharing and other federal programs is provided the states 
and local governmental units according to census counts and analyses of the U.S. 
population. Though quite outdated, data from the 1970 Census is still being used.
States, such as Montana, that have increased in population, should receive improved 
consideration with the 1980 data. More and more information is demanded of the 
Census Bureau by cities, states, the Congress, etc. and legislation appropriating 
funds is often tied to census figures. Applications from the states and cormunity 
agencies, such as schools and city halls, seeking funds to build highways, \o f>ght 
unemployment, to provide special education, etc. require supportive census data which 
can only be obtained from bureau sources.
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The Voting Rights Act and innumerable laws governing labor, health and educational 
regulations and funds rely upon census data for critical decisions and funding alloca­
tions. Industry and employers make use of the census for their product development 
and sales decisions. Another on-going activity of the Bureau is the monthly Current 
Population Survey which samples about 50,000 households of the nation, primarily to 
develop labor statistics. Most Americans are aware of the monthly unemployment reports 
from the government as they are with the Consumer Price Index, but they may not realize 
the vital role fulfilled by the Bureau of the Census with these and other indices. In 
this election year, candidates make use of bureau information for their canvassing 
activities. National and civil defense plans are based on the Census, as is long-range 
planning in innumerable ways and concerns of the world's most complex and powerful 
nation. Not all of the bureau's work is for large studies, however, individuals who 
want to check their genealogy can ask the bureau to help them learn more about their 
early family relations. Hopefully, their forebear had given information to the bureau 
in earlier decennial censuses. Therefore, the Census significantly affects every house­
hold and person in the nation through its very outcome and the tremendous, diverse usage 
of bureau facts and analyses of the U.S. population.
According to Dr. Yee: "The 1980 Census is the most complex and costly ever. Its 
preparation has been painstaking and about as perfect now as bureaucracy and the volunteer 
assistance of many persons came make it. I hope that people will comply with the laws 
which require cooperation, for the Census provides the data for many, many purposes.
The information given the bureau is used anonymously and individual identities are 
protected. I can testify after four year's work as as citizen advisor to the bureau 
that it would only hurt one's state and locality to resist the 1980 Census and consider 
it unimportant. Let's help get a complete count."
For more information please contact Dr. Albert H. Yee, Dean, School of Education, 
University of Montana, Missoula, Montana (406) 243-4911.
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